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On July 25, Information Minister Hernan Antelo announced that if employees of the state-owned oil
industry launch a strike on July 27, the government "will resort to extreme measures," including the
imposition of a state of siege and military occupation of oil facilities. Antelo's statement followed a
meeting between labor union representatives and President Victor Paz Estenssoro. According to the
information minister, the government "is not in a position" to meet the oil workers' wage demands.
Later in the day, Oil Worker Federation leaders met to discuss the possibility of canceling the
strike. The president and his aides had reportedly offered a proposal to discuss improved working
conditions, but no changes in pay scales. In a statement to reporters, Interior Minister Juan Carlos
Duran confirmed the government's decision to use the military to "restore order." The minister
mentioned both the expected strike by oil workers, and a work stoppage by public school teachers.
The teachers launched a strike July 14, demanding salary and benefit improvements. By July 25,
the strike had spread to urban and rural areas of four of Bolivia's nine provinces. (Basic data from
PRENSA LATINA, 07/25/87)
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